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El Camino College celebrated the groundbreaking of a new Shops Building. The Shops Building will be a brand new 44,400-square-foot, state-of-the-art learning center, complete with indoor and outdoor learning 
spaces. The $31.8 million project is made possible with funds from the college’s 2002 Measure E facilities bond. The new Shops Building replaces one of the first structures built on campus, dating back to 1949. 
Pictured is ECC Superintendent/President Thomas Fallo (center) with El Camino Community College District Board members (l to r) Ray Gen, Mary Combs, Brooke Matson (student trustee), and Ken Brown. 
Also pictured at right: Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee members Kirk Retz (committee chairman) and Nilo Michelin (committee member and Hawthorne councilman). Photo courtesy of El Camino College.
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Senator Lieu Optimistic 
About State’s Prospects
By Brian Simon

California has turned its financial 

fortunes around in dramatic fashion, 

according to Senator Ted Lieu (D-28th 

District). In an upbeat State of the State 

address last Friday at El Segundo’s 

Hacienda Hotel in front of business and 

civic leaders, Lieu reported that California 

has a projected budget surplus of over  

$2 billion, continues to reduce its debt, 

has shored up education funding and 

is poised to become the eighth largest 

economy in the world once again. This 

just five years after struggling mightily 

with a $60 billion budget deficit, double 

digit unemployment and a negative credit 

rating. The state of our state is once again 
solid and we are gaining momentum,” 
said Lieu. “Our unemployment rate has 
now dropped to the lowest in nearly 

than any other state--at a higher rate.” 

To maintain that momentum, Lieu 

said that California must emphasize its 

competitive advantages in the industries 

in which it does well. The list includes 

hi-tech, aerospace, entertainment, tourism, 

ports, energy production, agriculture, and 

biotech, among others. 

On that note, Lieu views Governor 

Jerry Brown’s Enterprise Zone reform as 

a major step in the right direction since the 

program now incentivizes industry on a 

statewide basis rather than just in a specific 

geographical area. “Part of the reform 

allows companies who manufacture, or 

biotech companies who purchase equipment 

for research and development, to be exempt 

from sales tax on the equipment,” said 

Lieu, adding that numerous firms in his 

district (including several that sponsored 

tables for the State of the State event) can 

qualify for the credits.

In an update on legislation designed 

to grow the economy, Lieu noted that 

See Ted Lieu, page 6
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El Camino College Breaks 
Ground On New Shops Building

Council Approves Creation of Transit 
Training Coordinator Position
By Dylan Little

The Torrance City Council approved 

the creation of a dedicated transit training 

coordinator position during its July 16 

meeting. Previously the duties involved in this 

position would be handled by existing Transit 

Supervisors. However, recent retirements in the 

department have made finding an employee 

to monitor and train for compliance with 

local state and federal rules and regulations 

a necessity. The new position will have an 

hourly rate of $32.79 and $44.12 and work 

a 40-hour week. Human Resources Manager 

Melody Lawrence said that while she tried 

to set salary and skill requirements to be in 

line with similar positions in other agencies, 

there weren’t enough similar roles to create 

a fair comparison. So, it is instead based 

on similar positions in the city of Torrance. 

“When researching this position…there were 

very limited positions similar to ours,” said 

Lawrence. “In setting salaries, we looked for 

internal comparable positions.”

Councilmember Bill Sutherland voiced 

concerns that the requirements set up for the 

new position were overly lax and created the 

possibility that the City could be stuck with 

an unqualified transit training coordinator. 

“Here’s my problem—we’re paying a very 

professional salary and…the person after 

getting hired has to get a certain license and 

has to take some classes,” said Sutherland. 

“My concern is that for this type of salary, 

these criteria should’ve already been achieved 

and if for some reason this person does not 

pass these classes or get this license, we’d 

have to full-year dismiss them--which means 

it’d cost us a full year. Could you explain?”

Transit Director Kim Turner explained 

that staff wanted to maintain some flexibility 

in the recruitment process. “The majority 

of our candidates are required to have 

a Transportation Safety Institute [TSI] 

certificate,” Turner said. “However, there 

is another certificate out there—the School 

Pupil Activity Bus [SPAB] certificate which 

some other transit agencies require for their 

supervisors and bus operators. We wanted 

to allow them to come in and get the TSI 

certificate within a year’s time. It gives us 

the opportunity to not only hire those with 

the TSI, but also those candidates who have 

See City Council, page 4
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Calendar

27th Annual Gourmet Food & Wine Festival
Saturday, July 20, 2013 • 6 to 9:30 p.m.

on the grounds of: American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
(700 Van Ness Ave., Torrance, CA 90501)

RESTAURANTS & WINERIES
FEATURED INCLUDE:

Alpine Village Events Center

Amore Vino

Athena's Confections

Costco Torrance

Creative Cuisine Concepts

Chef Shafer’sDepot & Buffalo Fire Dept.

Disneyland Resort

Doubletree by Hilton Torrance-South Bay

Fleming's Prime Steakhouse and Wine bar

Fresh Brothers

Gonpachi

Gourmet Grindz

Icelandic Glacial

Il Fornaio

Honda Classic/PGA Tour Professional Wines

Jackson’s Food & Drink

Kincaid’s

Lucky Strike Lanes-South Bay
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Ortega 120
Palos Verdes Golf Club

Paul Martin's American Grill

Red Car Brewery & Restaurant
Riboli Family Wine Estates /

San Antonio Winery

Rock & Brews

ROCK'N FISH
Shade Hotel

Silvio’s Brazilian BBQ
Sushi Boy, Inc.

Sushi Chef Institute

The Strand House
Torrance Marriott South Bay

(as of 06/26/13)

Hosted by:

All proceeds to benefit:

Table Sponsors:
Association of South Bay

Surgeons
Burton Belzer

CH2M Hill
California State University

Dominguez Hills
Daily Breeze/

The Beach Reporter/
Palos Verdes Peninsula News

Disneyland Resorts
Donald and Priscilla Hunt

Incredible Eye Care
Kintetsu Enterprises

Company
of America/Miyako Hotels

(as of 06/26/13)

Tickets $150 each or $250 per pair of tickets

To Purchase Tickets

1. Credit Card online:
www.TorranceChamber.com
by phone: (310) 540-5858

2. Mail check, including mailing address and
indicating # of tickets, payable to:
Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce
3400 Torrance Blvd. #100
Torrance, CA 90503

3. Or visit the Chamber offices for any
method of payment.

Dress code: Coat & Tie or Cocktail attire
No Jeans, Shorts or Flip Flops

No one under 21 admitted.

City of Torrance — Front of City Hall
3031 Torrance Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503

310-618-5983

Congratulations
People
Susan Yonamine, of Torrance, earned a 

Bachelor of Science with a focus in Business 

Administration, from Union Institute & 

Toastmasters Provide Opportunities 
to Improve Public Speaking
By Cristian Vasquez

They meet every second and fourth Tuesday 

of the month in the Little Conference Room 

in the John Deere Building in Torrance from 

noon to 1 p.m. Their goal is simple: to help 

each member improve their public speaking 

skills by providing a supportive and positive 

learning environment. 

“It is just all about friendly encouragement 

and giving them constructive criticism in a 

way that does not scare them but builds them 

up and challenges them to become better and 

greater,” Sergeant-At-Arms Phillip Morris 

said. “For every person, it is different. You 

do not want to push anyone away. You just 

want to open them up to understand their 

capabilities a little bit better and everybody 

reacts a little different. You have to use 

judgment in your mentoring.”

The Emerald Toastmasters Club 1497182 

is one of many similar clubs under the 

Toastmasters family that is dedicated 

to assisting in the development of oral 

communication and leadership skills. It is 

expected that as a result of improving a 

person’s ability in those two areas, self-

confidence and personal growth can be 

developed as well. 

“I have always been comfortable speaking 

to groups of up to about 100, but after this 

I was able to raise that to a much greater 

audience because it does give you a place 

to go to and discuss uncomfortable topics,” 

Morris said. “It gives you a place to practice 

and to really push yourself. This is a smaller 

audience, but it allows you to exercise the 

areas where you need development.”

During their biweekly meetings there 

will be two speakers, if possible, with each 

evaluated and given feedback about what the 

strong points of the speech were as well as 

where there are areas for improvement. One 

area looked at is the use of words during a 

speech such as “so,” “uh,” or “um,” which 

are considered distracting and of little value 

in a speech. Toastmasters, a non-profit 

group dedicated to helping millions since its 

establishment in 1924, follow a learn-by-doing 

workshop format.  Participants are given 

an opportunity to hone their speaking and 

leadership skills in a no-pressure atmosphere. 

It is the practice of public speaking in a no-

pressure atmosphere that allows members to 

directly address what challenges them the 

most when having to speak directly in public.

“For me, I use it to get over uncomfortable 

topics that I normally would not speak about 

in large crowds,” Morris said. “I use it to 

push myself a little bit and to gain comfort 

in certain areas and it really does help. You 

get to refine it for a larger audience and 

different stage.”

Toastmasters began in a basement at a 

YMCA in Santa Ana when Ralph C. Smedley 

hosted the first meeting. Smedley, who began 

working as director of education for a Young 

Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), noticed 

that many of the young patrons were in need 

of training in public speaking. His desire to 

help led him to establish a training format 

similar to a social club. When Smedley 

THURSDAY, JULY 18
 

dinner (no host), 7 p.m. meeting, Sizzler 

Restaurant, 2880 Sepulveda Blvd. For more 

information contact Patti at (310) 753-4159 

or plagrelius@aol.com.

Event, 5- 8 p.m., Torrance Historical Soci-

ety & Museum, 1345 Post Ave. For more  

information call (310) 328-5392.

Interventions & Accommodations for Your 

Student, 6:45-8:45 p.m., Del E. Webb  

Education Center, Providence Little  

Company of Mary Hospital, 4101 Torrance 

Blvd. For more information contact chair@

adhd-southbay.org.

SATURDAY, JULY 20

a.m.-1 p.m., parking lot of Wilson Park, 2200 

Crenshaw Blvd. For more information call 

(310) 618-2930.

of paperback books, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Katy 

Geissert Library Meeting Room, 3301  

Torrance Blvd. For more information call 

(310) 618-5959.

 

Magic, 1-3 p.m., Western Museum of Flight, 

3315 Airport Drive. For more information call 

(310) 326-9544.

27th Annual Gourmet Food & Wine Festival” 

benefiting Torrance Memorial Medical Center,  

6-9:30 p.m., Honda Headquarters, 700 Van 

Ness Ave. For more information call (310) 

540-5858 or (310) 517-4703.

-

derson Library, 4805 Emerald St. For more 

information call (310) 371-2075.

-

tion” Series: Constitution Who? A dialogue 

for young people, 2-4 p.m., Torrance Art 

Museum (patio) at the Joslyn Center, 3320 

Civic Center Drive. For more information 

call (310) 618-3846.

TUESDAY, JULY 23

Hall, Council Chamber, 3031 Torrance Blvd. 

For more information call (310) 618-2870.
THURSDAY, JULY 25

 

7:30 p.m., Torrance Memorial Medical  

Center off Lomita Blvd. West Tower 2nd 

floor in #”B”.

 Architecture Studio 

Event for teens and adults, 7 p.m., Barnes & 

Noble Del Amo. Free and open to the public.  

Space is limited for each event. For further 

details, contact any Barnes & Noble store, 

or visit http://store-locator.barnesandnoble.

com/store/2111

FRIDAY, JULY 26

of admission-free Shakespeare- King John, 

8-10 p.m., Wilson Park Gazebo. For more 

information call (310) 217-7596.

MONDAY, JULY 29
-

day evening, 7:30 p.m., Toyota Automotive  

Museum Auditorium, 19600 Van Ness  

Avenue, For more information call David 

Burks at (310) 372.1380.

TUESDAY, JULY 30

12:10-1 p.m., George Nakano Theatre, 3330 

Civic Center Drive. For more information call 

(310) 818-2326.

ONGOING

Thursday, 3 p.m.-8 p.m., on El Prado Street, 

from Sartori to the Buffalo Fire Department.

the Torrance Library is important for edu-

cational, recreational, business, and cultural 

needs. Prizes awarded for Youth, Teen, and 

Adult. Submissions are due by July 31. http://

See Toastmasters, page 6
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Police Reports
The crimes listed are crimes where 

a report was taken by law enforcement 

agency and submitted for investigation. The 

outcome of the investigation or any criminal 

court proceeding are not considered when 

reporting crimes. The crimes are listed as 

follows: arson, simple assault, aggravated 

assault-weapon, auto theft, auto burglary, 

commercial burglary, residential burglary, 

homicide, strong-arm robbery, robbery with 

a weapon, theft and vandalism. The City 

of Torrance, or its employees or agents, 

shall assume no liability for: 1. Any errors, 

omissions, or inaccuracies in the information 

decision made or action taken or not taken 

by reader in reliance upon any information 

or data furnished hereunder. 

July 6
Vandalism: 3500 BLOCK 229TH ST 

Suspect(s) smashes victim’s vehicle’s window 

with a rock/no loss at time of report.

Battery-Simple :  22300  BLOCK 

LADEENE AVE Suspect pushes victim to 

the ground causing injuries.

Auto Theft-All: 1600 BLOCK CABRILLO 

AVE Stolen vehicle: ‘07 Carson trailer.

Burglary-Commercial: 21200 BLOCK 

HAWTHORNE BLVD Suspect(s) enters 

unlocked door and takes property/cell phone.

July 5
Vandalism: 300 BLOCK CAMINO DE 

LAS COLINAS Suspect(s) uses maker to 

deface the rain gutter on victim’s property.

B u rg l a r y - Au t o :  2 4 7 0 0  B L O C K 

CRENSHAW BLVD Suspect enters unlocked 

vehicle and takes property/tablet, vehicle 

registration, insurance card.

Theft: 3700 BLOCK DEL AMO BLVD 

Suspect(s) takes property off of parked 

vehicle/tailgate.

Battery-Simple :  23000  BLOCK 

MADISON ST Suspects strike victim in the 

face multiple times causing injury.

Burglary-Residential: 2400 BLOCK 

SONOMA ST Suspect(s) pries off screen, 

enters window, ransacks and takes property/

cash.

Vandalism: 3900 BLOCK 186TH ST 

Suspect(s) shatters victim’s vehicle’s window.

July 4
Theft: 4700 BLOCK NARROT ST 

Suspect(s) takes victim’s flag posted in front 

of residence.

Vandalism: 3800 BLOCK 186TH ST 

Suspect(s) shatters victim’s vehicle’s window.

Burglary-Residential: 100 BLOCK VIA 

MONTE D’ORO Suspect(s) enters unlocked 

door, ransacks and takes property/tablet, 

jewelry.

Burglary-Residential: 2100 BLOCK 

CABRILLO AVE Suspect(s) pries off screen, 

enters window and takes property/tablet.

Burglary-Residential: 2300 BLOCK 

236TH ST Suspect(s) pry off screen, enter 

window, ransacks and takes property/rifle, 

ammunition.

Vandalism: 1900 BLOCK 222ND ST 

Suspect(s) uses unknown substance to damage 

victim’s vehicle’s paint.

Vandalism: 300 BLOCK CAMINO DE 

LAS COLINAS Suspect(s) uses a marker 

pen to tag victim’s trash can.

July 3
Vandalism: 16800 BLOCK CRENSHAW 

BLVD Suspect(s) shatters victim’s vehicle’s 

window with a possible BB gun.

Battery-Simple: 1600 BLOCK BEECH 

AVE Suspect pushes screen door into victim.

B u rg l a r y - Au t o :  2 1 4 0 0  B L O C K 

HAWTHORNE BLVD Suspect(s) smashes 

window for entry and takes property/briefcase.

Theft: 2300 BLOCK REDONDO BEACH 

BLVD Suspect(s) enters open business and 

takes unattended property from victim’s 

work area/purse.

Burglary-Residential: 1800 BLOCK 

MIDDLEBROOK ROAD Suspect(s) removes 

screen, enters open window, ransacks and 

takes property/jewelry.

Auto Theft-All: 500 BLOCK HAWAII 

AVE Stolen vehicle: ‘07 Freightline.

Robbery-Strong-Arm: 3500 BLOCK 

CARSON ST Suspect forcibly removes 

property from victim’s hand and strikes 

victim in the face/cell phone.

Theft: 1800 BLOCK 182ND ST Suspect(s) 

takes property out of victim’s shopping cart 

as she loads her vehicle/purse.

By Rev. Eric Jay

St. John’s El Segundo

We have all experienced the 

sensation of the distinct feeling a 

room communicates.   Maybe it’s 

the silence, the looks and man-

nerisms of people in the room, the 

things we see or just a vibe that we 

feel.  Maybe that feeling is warm 

and homely, or maybe it is a feel-

ing of fear and trepidation in the shadows and 

sounds of an alleyway.  Real estate agents know 

how important “staging” a room is.  Prospec-

tive buyers must feel the room and what it’s 

pictures, etc.  We all communicate with more 

than words - posture, mannerisms, gestures, 

eyes, tone and voice inflection.  Psalm 19 says, 

“The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  Day 
to day pours out speech,  and night to night 
reveals knowledge.   There is no speech, nor 
are there words, whose voice is not heard.”    

Science is the new religion of the masses.  I 

heard it said on the Discovery channel this 

week, “Any questions we can’t answer now 

about life and the universe science will answer 

soon enough.”  Seems faith is needed in science 

or prove with a ruler.   Even atheism’s lead-

ing evangelist, Richard Dawkins, 

admits science cannot actually 

disprove the existence of God and 

for that reason he considers himself 

an agnostic. For all the good that 

science has afforded us (medicine, 

disaster warnings, etc.), science will 

never be able to prove or disprove 

the existence of God. So, using 

science as the reason why you do 

or do not believe is empty and risky. When it 

comes to the questions that matter most to us, 

science falls painfully silent to answer. Why is 

there any of this?  What purpose am I here 

for?  What is right and wrong? Science and 

the human mind that drives it are a gift from 

God.  We should use all of His gifts.  Science 

and faith are not incompatible.

By definition, a Creator is necessarily out-

side and above and beyond His creation.  This 

is why science will never prove nor disprove 

God.  The Creator is always bigger than the 

creation.   Though God’s creation has His 

fingerprints all over it creation only testifies to 

God.  To know God, He must reveal Himself 

to you personally.   If you have a genuine 

longing  to know God or have Him reveal 

Himself to you, it will be done according 

to His will and ways.  That is why we seek 

Skywriting
Sanctuary

See Police, page 6 See Sanctuary, page 6

Stay Connected with El Camino College

ElCaminoCollege ECC_Onlineeccweb

Hundreds of Classes Added

Fall Semester Begins August 24
Financial Aid Available - Apply Online: fafsa.ed.gov/

REGISTER TODAY!
elcamino.edu

Fees are only $46 per unit

EL CAMINO COLLEGE
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Another Man’s OpinionOne Man’s Opinion

Unanswered Financial 

Questions?

Twenty-Nine Years of Experience in the Industry  www.esfplanning.com

We provide sound objective advice for  
a planned and secure financial future.

Can I really afford to retire?    Do I take a lump or annuity?
How do I pay for college?    Where is my paycheck going?  
Are these the right investments?    How can I reduce taxes?

No commissions, no pressure, and no long term contracts.

Call us for a free no obligation  
get acquainted meeting.

310.706.4213

Eileen S. Freiburger, CFP  El Segundo Resident

ESF Financial Planning Group

By Gerry Chong

By now, even the casual observer knows 

that the Obama economy and Obamacare are 

as inextricably tied together as the front and 

rear wheels on a car--and right now, all the 

wheels are falling off. The June 24 Gallup 

Poll showed 60 percent of small businesses 

were either reducing staff or freezing hiring 

because of Obamacare. In the first quarter 

of the year, investment in office space and 

factories fell by 8.3 percent while projected 

economic growth for the year is expected 

to fall to 1.7 percent--a pace lower than the 

rate of inflation.

According to the Bureau of Labor  

Statistics, since June 2009, payrolls have 

increased by four percent while food stamps 

grew by 130 percent. Predictably, of the 

175,000 jobs created in May, 96,300 were  

in retail, temporary, leisure and hospitality-- 

the lowest-paying segments of the economy. 

For rational businesses, it is unlikely they  

will pay high insurance premiums for  

low wage earners. Low wage earners 

must therefore face the prospect of buying 

insurance at the highest individual rates or 

pay government penalties.

Other results of the Gallup Poll showed  

48 percent of businesses felt Obamacare  

believed it would lead to higher healthcare 

believed they would drop employee healthcare 

coverage entirely. This is devastating news 

for an economy in which only 47 percent  

of adults have a full-time job (Labor 

Department). 

Undoubtedly, these statistics impacted 

the Administration’s decision to push back  

the mandate that employers provide employee 

health insurance by one year to 2015. But 

such a decision carries several costs. First, 

the Administration had projected receiving 

$10 billion in penalties from businesses for 

failure to provide insurance in 2014. That 

money is now gone, so the cost of Obamacare 

just rose by another $10 billion. 

Second, since individuals will still be 

required to buy insurance in 2014, they 

will be required to buy insurance without 

knowing whether or not their employers will 

cover them later.

Third, as the cost of healthcare rises, the 

government will have to raise the subsidies 

it must provide to the 20 million eligible 

buyers. These increased subsidies in turn 

raise the cost of Obamacare in a vicious, 

escalating cycle. 

And what should healthcare providers  

do? In Indiana, St. Vincent Health, the  

operator of 22 hospitals, will eliminate 865 

jobs because the government has pledged 

to cut Medicare hospital reimbursements 

by $155 billion over 10 years. The Fiscal 

Cliff agreement and sequester cut another 

$25 billion, so hospitals must cut employee 

costs by five percent to stay alive. The 

nexus between the economy and Obamacare 

damns us all.

So around and around the track the smoking 

jalopy goes--nuts and bolts flying off at 

weird angles, tires wobbling, brakes gone... 

With each turn, costs rise, personal income 

falls, tax rates rise, the economy lags and 

the quality of care diminishes. Such is the 

legacy of expanded government providing 

By Cristian Vasquez

There has been much national attention 

given to the issue of bullying in our public 

schools. Sadly it takes stories like that of 

Phoebe Prince to draw attention to an issue 

that has been in our schools for years. 

Bullying is nothing new to our society, let 

alone our schools. However, the methods of 

harassment have changed to such a degree 

that old solutions to the problem are no 

longer efficient. Recently Assemblywoman 

Cristina Garcia authored a bill that would 

allow schools to discipline students for  

cyber bullying even if it occurs from  

outside campus or on a smart phone. I’ll be 

the first to admit that punishing a child is 

the best and only way to change a behavior. 

However, it is a big part of the solution and 

as long as kids have a legal loophole to 

bully others, these mean-spirited acts will 

never go away.

Growing up for me, 32, was different. If 

I was bullied, I had a few options: I could 

get in a fight and hope that my willingness 

to throw a punch would convince my bully 

to leave me alone. Or, I could have lunch 

at a different table or spend recess in a 

part of the playground and avoid trouble. 

Unfortunately, smart phones and social media 

don’t give victims of bullying that option 

today. A victim of bullying can be filmed, 

with a smart phone, eating alone and have 

that video put out on Facebook and Twitter 

to ridicule the victim. Social media gives 

the victim no privacy and the aggressor an 

infinite amount of tools for torture. Having a 

bill introduced that would hold these bullies 

accountable is a great step toward curbing 

such cruel and aggressive behavior. 

In many instances these bullies are not 

evil or bad kids. Even the most mild-

mannered child will test the limits of their 

power and they can caught up flexing their 

leverage over someone else. With the way 

cyber bullying laws are written there aren’t 

any consequences associated with such  

behavior hence, there is no incentive for the 

aggressor to change their behavior. Fortunately 

there are programs available to schools and 

children that help change the culture that 

leads to and allows bullying to thrive, such 

of teaching accountability for one’s actions 

we do need laws like that proposed by 

Assemblywoman Garcia. 

If a child bullying a classmate in school 

uses his smart phone to record and then post 

the video on social media, there needs to be 

consequences. Also, if the bully records his 

actions off campus and proceeds to make 

them public on social media, there needs 

to be a consequence. The reason: while the 

actions are occurring off campus or being 

documented on a child’s private property, 

the act of putting it out on social media is 

for the sole purpose of torturing the victim 

in school. It is a form of public shaming that 

allows the bully to ridicule the victim in front 

of the entire school and anyone associated 

with students in that school. 

Bullying has always been a problem. 

However, in today’s high-tech society there 

are too many tools to be a bully. As a  

result there should be rules and laws that  

will hold bullies accountable for their 

behaviors. Maybe then we will no longer 

have to report on tragic incidents like that 

of Phoebe Prince.

Living Trusts/Wills, Probate, Employment Law, Personal Injury 

Trust and Estates Litigation, Business Litigation, Civil Litigation

310-540-6000

*AV Rated (Highest) Martindale - Hubbell / **Certified Specialist Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law, State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Burkley & Brandlin LLP

BostonPrivateBank.com

 Buying your first home is exciting.  
But financing it can be complicated.  
Trust Boston Private Bank to guide  
you through the mortgage process,  
and offer low down payment options  
and flexible terms.

Homeowner Program, please call  
Jimar Wilson, Vice President, at  

THIS IS YOUR

TIME
TO MAKE A HOUSE

A HOME.

the SPAB certificate.”

Turner elaborated that finding a public 

means to obtain the TSI certificate could prove 

difficult and the Transit Department typically 

provides this kind of safety training to anyone 

it would promote internally to the position. 

“Were looking to give them the training, 

which is what the Transit Department does 

to any supervisor we promote,” said Turner.

To address Sutherland’s last concern, Turner 

mentioned that the job would be subject to 

a probationary period so the City won’t be 

stuck with an unqualified hire for a full year. 

“We will be monitoring them throughout their 

probationary period,” said Turner.

One positive Sutherland made clear was 

that this position would fall under the City’s 

policy of having new hires be responsible for 

contributing to their own pension expenses. 

“Everybody keeps talking about pensions--

this person will be paying seven percent of 

their own pension,” said Sutherland. The 

position was approved as suggested by the 

Human Resources Department with all present 

Council members agreeing. 

Councilmember Pat Furey again warned 

residents about the potential danger posed 

by mosquitoes carrying West Nile virus. 

The virus, while typically asymptomatic, 

can be debilitating or fatal in certain cases--

particularly with the elderly. Furey mentioned 

that West Nile virus has been found in birds 

in all of Torrance’s ZIP codes, although that 

doesn’t mean the mosquitoes in the city are 

necessarily infected. Still, he encouraged 

anyone planning on being outdoors between 

dusk and dawn to take precautions such as 

wearing long-sleeve shirts and long pants and 

using an insect repellent with DEET. While 

some residents might look for natural or 

chemical-free repellants such as large doses 

City Council  from front page

See City Council, page 9
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Harry’s &  
McCoy’s Moving

Free Estimates

Family Owned & Operated for 66 Years

Time starts at your door

Free use of boxes & wardrobes

Short notice moves

Home-Office-Apartments

Local and Long Distance

Licensed & Insured – CAL-T-160-989

310.329.3493

   “Moving handled 
  with patience 
      and kindness!”

OPEN YOUR HEART, 
OPEN YOUR HOME
Alliance Human Services provides foster homes for
children ages 0-22, who are in need of a stable,
nurturing home in order to thrive.

Alliance offers:

Be the change in a child’s life. Call us now

310-792-8920

Lic. # 197806287

Up and Adam
Under-the-Radar Sports  

Recognize All-Stars
By Adam Serrao

Though most major high school sports 

have taken a break for the summer, certain 

athletes from around the city have left their 

legacy behind to give us all the chance to 

look back on the year in sports that was and 

appreciate a job well-done. Not much noise 

is made on a yearly basis in sports such as 

tennis, track and field, and golf, yet there are 

still athletes who excel at their games and 

do their part to make a name for themselves. 

Whether it’s leading their team to the playoffs, 

earning a new personal record, or breaking 

a previously existing record, these athletes 

have excelled at their craft enough to earn 

All-Star accreditation. This week, we’ll 

take a look at some of those sports and the 

athletes who have broken barriers to make 

names for themselves. 

This year like many that have passed, boys’ 

track and field was dominated by the guys 

from Serra High School. Not only was the 

top athlete in track and field from Serra, but 

the Coach of the Year came from the school 

too. In addition to the accolades that those 

two collected, six other Serra boys’ athletes 

garnered acknowledgment as All-Area first or 

second team members this year while South, 

North, West and Torrance high schools were 

all held mysteriously off of the list. 

One athlete on the girls’ side of the track  

did her part to get on the list and gain  

All-Area second-team acknowledgement. 

Sophomore Kimberly Coscia from South 

High is a young, yet growing star who has 

the potential to be one of the state’s best 

someday. This year, Coscia placed in seventh 

at the CIF State Finals in the 3,200 meters 

with a time of 10:28.95. That wasn’t her only 

rewarding experience as a runner, though. She 

also took over at the CIF Southern Section 

Division II Finals and won the title in the 

3,200 meters with a time of 10:39.36. Still 

improving as a runner, Coscia also takes part 

in the mile and 1,600 meters. With another 

year of experience under her belt, she should 

find herself right back on the list once again 

next year. 

Tennis is yet another sport that doesn’t 

get much attention in Torrance, but Anthony 

Lee of Torrance High has been putting on 

quite a show as of late and deserves a little 

bit of credit for it. Lee, only a sophomore 

at Torrance High, repeated as the Pioneer 

League’s singles champion for the second year 

in a row to make the All-Area first team list 

this year. With a record of 36-2, he reached 

the CIF Southern Section Individuals Round 

of 16 as a singles player for the Tartars--a 

lofty achievement for one year of play, let 

alone two. Lee, whose overall record now 

stands at 48-30, will certainly be back again 

to compete next season on his way to making 

a clean sweep as Pioneer League singles 

champion in all four years at Torrance. 

Jake Ly, a senior from South High, also 

played extraordinarily well this past season 

to earn himself All-Area second team honors. 

Ly was a Pioneer League singles finalist and 

went on to compete in singles play at the CIF 

Southern Section Individuals. In his second 

year with the tennis club at South, Jake was 

a major reason why the Spartans won the 

Pioneer League title this year in tennis. With 

Lee and Ly both being sophomores, it looks 

like Torrance is set up to see a good rivalry 

between the two young, budding stars for 

many years to come. 

Lastly, the sport of golf is becoming more 

and more popular in Torrance, evidenced by 

the number of players from the city’s schools 

who are standing out as top performers. One 

of those players is William Chae of West High. 

Chae took home the Bay League Finals title 

at Griffith Park by accumulating a score of 

four-under-par 140 in his two-day tournament 

play. Chae was then able to advance to the 

CIF Southern Section Individual Finals. 

Sophomore Josh Molchan from Torrance 

High also had a strong season by recording 

a 37.9 league scoring average en route to 

second place in the league standings. Molchan 

qualified for the CIF Northern Individual 

Final on his way to being named a first-team 

All-Ocean league pick. 

The South High Spartans were the real 

winners of this year’s golf season, placing 

three different golfers on the All-Area  

list. Gordon Hundley, Robin Kang and Tai 

Kuida all helped the Spartans earn a share 

of the Bay League title for the third time 

in just four seasons. Hundley advanced to 

the CIF Individual Regionals and posted a 

scoring average of 37.311. Kang’s scoring 

average was a bit lower with a 35.956 to gain 

first-team all-league honors and he nearly 

qualified for the CIF State Finals, missing the 

cut by only two strokes. Kuida advanced to 

the CIF Southern Section Individual Finals, 

posting a scoring average of 37.978 to round 

out the group of players from South who 

made their year successful. Unless you’re 

Tiger Woods, golf doesn’t get very much 

recognition--but these players have all done 

their part to deserve a nod as some of the 

Puig is the Reason
By Adam Serrao

Injuries have been plaguing the Los Angeles 

Dodgers all season long. What was supposed 

to be a dynamic lineup has been whittled 

down to a shell of itself, leaving the “Boys 

in Blue” looking more black and blue than 

anything. Then along came Yasiel Puig. The 

22-year-old Cuban defector who completed 

a treacherous trek across the ocean on a life 

raft to eventually wind up in Mexico has now 

wound up as a household name in virtually 

every home in Los Angeles. A mere six 

weeks into his professional baseball career, 

the breakout Dodgers’ star has not only set 

hitting records, showed off speed, displayed 

an amazing arm and created hysteria amongst 

a desperate fan market in L.A., but he has 

helped turn around an organization. Down in 

the basement of the National League West to 

now within just games of first place, Yasiel 

Puig is the reason that the Dodgers are off 

and running.   

He may have not been voted into the All-

Star game, but Puig’s numbers in just a short 

amount of time in the big leagues certainly 

resemble those of any All-Star who will be 

playing in the game this year. In just 37 games 

dating back to last Sunday, Puig is batting .392 

with eight home runs and 19 RBIs. Perhaps 

more than that, though, his energy is what has 

turned the club around. “He kind of reminds 

me of myself,” said Dodgers centerfielder, 

Matt Kemp. “Sometimes he plays too hard 

and sometimes you have to tell him, ‘Man, 

calm down. You can’t make every play.’ But 

he’s done an amazing job in his first month 

in the big leagues. He’s gotten big hits and 

made big plays on defense. He’s doing a lot 

and I think we’re just feeding off the kid.” 

Feeding off of him is right. Since that dreary 

day when the Dodgers trailed every other 

National League West opponent by at least 

three games in the standings, the Dodgers 

have turned things around and won 17 of 

their last 22 games heading into the All-Star 

break to emerge as not only the class of the 

National League West, but perhaps of the 

entire National League. When asked what 

the difference in the Dodgers’ early and late 

season standings has been, even Kemp himself 

answered concisely, “Puig.” His ability to hit 

the ball, run the bases and play defense with 

an intense energy has turned empty seats 

at Dodger Stadium into ones with warm 

bodies, waiting for their last chance to see 

the right-fielder step to the plate. 

All of the praise doesn’t come without 

at least some criticism, though. Recently, 

Arizona Diamondbacks’ catcher Miguel 

Montero criticized Puig’s on-field demeanor, 

saying that he does “stupid things.” Monteiro 

noted, “If he’s my teammate, I’m probably 

trying to help him not be hated in the major 

leagues. That’s where he’s going right now-

-creating a bad reputation throughout the 

league.” 

Montero’s criticism came on the heels of 

a night when Puig blew off a sign from 

third base coach Tim Wallach and came 

barreling into the Arizona catcher without 

a slide, knocking his face mask off and 

sending him stumbling towards the field. 

Nicknamed the “Wild Horse” by Dodgers’ 

broadcaster Vin Scully, that’s just how Puig 

plays. Other teams may not like it, but it’s 

what works for him and the Dodgers. “That’s 

my game,” Puig said in response to Montero. 

“I’m going to play my baseball the way I 

play. We don’t like the way [Gerardo] Parra 

plays or the way Montero plays, but we 

don’t go to the press or anybody and talk 

about how we don’t like it because we’re 

more reserved.” 

The Dodgers’ rivalry with the Diamondbacks 

was enlivened five weeks ago when Puig was 

drilled in the face by a pitch from Arizona 

pitcher Ian Kennedy. Perhaps the on-field 

demeanor was to blame then and may get 

the young rookie into more trouble in the 

future. No matter what side of the fence you 

sit on, however, it’s clear that Puig’s attitude 

is certainly bringing the game of baseball 

much more attention.   

For Puig, as long as he remains healthy, the 

accolades will continue to roll in. In addition 

to his outstanding hitting, Puig has already 

been honored with the Rookie of the Month 

and Player of the Month awards for June. 

When asked how he feels about re-energizing 

    HAS A LACK  
OF CUSTOMERS 
   GOT YOUR GOAT?

Advertise!
Call us at 310-322-1830  

or email us at  

marketing@heraldpublications.com.

Henry Simmons, 
a pygmy goat.

See Sports, page 6
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Credit Access for Stay-at-Home 
Spouses and Partners Expanded

By Jason Alderman

One of the pitfalls of Congress 

passing complicated, sweeping 

legislation is that sometimes 

provisions designed to protect one 

group unexpectedly create hardships 

for others. That’s what happened with 

2009’s Credit Card Accountability 

Responsibility Disclosure (CARD) 

Act, which was hailed as legislation that 

would protect consumers from misleading 

credit practices.

Among other things, the CARD Act requires 

that people under 21 must have an adult co-

signer in order to open a credit account unless 

they can prove their ability to repay their account 

balance. This provision was designed to prevent 

young adults from assuming more debt than 

they can afford and then being unable to pay 

it off, thereby ruining their credit standing.

So far, so good.

Then, in 2011 the Federal Reserve finalized 

rules around the CARD Act’s “ability to  

pay” provision. It stated that credit card  

issuers generally could only consider an 

applicant’s independent income or assets 

before issuing a new card or increasing a credit 

limit, not his or her access to the household’s 

overall income.

An unintended consequence soon emerged: 

As a result of the ability-to-pay rule, many 

spouses or partners over age 21 who don’t 

work outside the home suddenly found they 

were unable to open separate credit accounts 

in their own name, regardless of whether or 

not they had access to their working spouse/

partner’s income.

Establishing one’s own credit history is crucial 

to gaining favorable interest rates and access to 

credit, especially when non-working spouses 

get divorced or their spouse dies unexpectedly. 

Thus many consumers (and their Congressional 

representatives) were upset. Their displeasure 

reached the ears of the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau (CFPB).

Fast forward to October 2012, when 

the CFPB released a proposal that  

was expected to ease credit rules for 

stay-at-home spouses or partners. 

After six months of public review, the 

CFPB issued a formal amendment to 

the ability-to-pay rule that essentially 

says credit card applicants who are at 

least 21 can factor in a third party’s 

income or assets when applying for credit card 

accounts if there’s a reasonable expectation 

they’ll be able to access those funds to make 

payments. (This includes income of a spouse 

or partner, although the rule applies to all 

applicants, regardless of marital status.)

Speaking of unintended consequences, 

however, remember that even though having 

at least one credit card or loan in your own 

name can help you build a strong credit history, 

it’s important to carefully manage all credit 

accounts on which you’re named – whether as 

an individual, cosigner or authorized user – to 

prevent damage to your credit score.

Having a poor credit score can cost a small 

fortune over a lifetime. You’ll pay higher rates 

and have a harder time qualifying for mortgages, 

car loans and credit cards. To maintain – or 

improve – your credit score: 

Always pay all bills on time.

Never exceed credit limits.

Try to keep your credit utilization ratio (the 

percentage of available credit you’re using) 

below 30 percent.

Don’t automatically close older, unused 

on credit history. 

Each time you open a new account there’s 

a slight impact on your score, so avoid doing 

so in the months before a major purchase like 

a home or car.

Bottom line: Make sure you have credit in 

your own name, in case you ever need to open 

a new account based on your own credit history. 

Just make sure you don’t overextend yourself 

Finance
his pending bill SB 118 would require the 

California Workforce Investment Board 

to dedicate resources towards in-demand 

occupations that have an economic impact on 

the State, train those workers accordingly, and 

provide annual reports to identify industries 

facing shortages of skilled workers or those 

with growth potential. Passed last year, the 

Senator’s SB 1402 was one of 20 bills listed 

as a “job creator” by the California Chamber 

of Commerce. The bill preserved and made 

various improvements to the Economic and 

Workforce Development Program in the 

community college system.

Another bill, SB 209, aims to stop 

the Franchise Tax Board (FTB) from 

retroactively penalizing people who legally 

claimed a certain tax incentive provided to 

entrepreneurs/investors in California start-

up small businesses. A 2012 appellate court 

ruling found elements of the incentive to be 

unconstitutional, prompting the FTB to seek 

back taxes on capital gains from thousands 

of individuals who had sold qualified small 

business stock—with the amounts assessed in 

some cases as high as $500,000 plus penalties 

and interest. Lieu said that some people may 

no longer have the ability to pay these taxes 

anymore and that the bill will ensure that 

agencies “won’t go after you for doing what 

was right at the time you did it.”

Lieu additionally hopes to reform Proposition 

65—the initiative passed in 1986 that requires 

businesses to provide a “clear and reasonable” 

warning before knowingly exposing anyone 

to any chemicals known to cause cancer or 

reproductive toxicity. Despite the inherent 

merits of the proposition, Lieu pointed out 

that “warnings something can kill you”  

have become virtually meaningless because 

they are everywhere. He hopes his reform  

can reduce lawsuit abuse, while making 

warning signs more sensible and administration 

more efficient.  

Lieu also discussed the Local Control 

Funding Formula (LCFF) that gave school 

districts more flexibility to spend money by 

removing categorical funding and replacing 

it with block grants. But when first proposed, 

the LCFF took monies away from some 

school districts—including many in the  

South Bay—in order to provide additional 

funding for disadvantaged districts. After 

months of negotiations, Governor Brown 

increased base grants for all school districts  

by $537 per pupil and implemented an 

economic recovery payment to help districts 

that still fall short in receiving adequate funding. 

“Every school district will get more money 

next year than they did this year,” said Lieu. 

The Senator also announced that he helped 

secure a two-year delay in implementing an 

inadvertent provision of the LCFF that wiped 

out funding for two Regional Occupational 

Centers, including one in Torrance. Lieu hopes 

the delay will buy enough time to resolve the 

issue and preserve those facilities. 

Asked if some of the State’s surplus could 

be earmarked towards economic development 

to invite businesses back to California, Lieu 

pointed out that another bill (SB 500) would 

increase the tax credit on research and 

development expenses from 15 to 20 percent. 

“Nissan left, but came back and opened an 

R & D facility in Northern California,” said 

Lieu. “Samsung opened a huge campus in San 

Jose in R & D. It’s one area we can compete 

in and we should incentivize.”

At the same time, Lieu emphasized that in 

looking how to spend its surplus, the State 

“went all in on education and some on health” 

while also making sure to stabilize its financial 

situation. “We made a lot of deep and painful 

cuts,” he said of the sacrifices that helped 

balance the State’s coffers. On that note, a 

number of programs won’t be restored. “[We 

will] pay down more debt and bring back 

Ted Lieu  from front page

If you are a medical doctor and have completed your 
residency within the past 3 years, you may be able to 
take advantage of an opportunity to buy a home as you 
establish your practice.

In order to be eligible for this program, you must agree 
to meet with one of our bankers, giving you the chance 
to work with an experienced professional.

Contact me today for more information.

Liz Worden 
Home Mortgage Consultant 
Phone: 310-265-9574 
Cell: 310-487-8957 
http://www.wfhm.com/elizabeth-worden 
elizabeth.worden@wellsfargo.com 
NMLSR ID 476064 

106459 - REV 4/13

Information is accurate as of date of printing and is subject to change without 
notice. Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. ©2011 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. 

Go from residency to a residence
Explore an exciting home financing opportunity for new doctors

Examine the benefits

        
  Up to $850,000.

 
  Less than 20% with     
  no mortgage insurance    
  required.

 
 Fixed-rate and    

  adjustable-rate mortgages    
  (ARMs) available.

July 2
Theft: 2600 BLOCK PACIFIC COAST 

HWY Suspect(s) takes property out of 

victim’s purse.

Burglary-Residential: 3600 BLOCK 

REDONDO BEACH BLVD Suspect(s) removes 

screen, enters open window, makes entry, but 

Police  from page 3

Him and not the other way around.   The 

Good News friends is that God has promised 

to reveal Himself and has revealed Himself 

personally in Jesus Christ, and Christ has 

promised to reveal Himself to you personally 

if in fact you are truly seeking Him.   His 

Word is where He has promised to meet with 

us and reveal  Himself  to us.   To deny God 

without giving serious consideration to the 

whole counsel of the Word, where He said 

He would meet with us, is insufficient.

I think the words of author Cecilia Ahern 

in her book The Gift lend some words worth 

investing thoughtfulness.   “What is it with 
science these days? Everyone is so quick to 
believe in it, in all these new scientific dis-
coveries, new pills for this, new pills for that. 
Get thinner, grow hair, yada, yada, yada, but 
when it requires a little faith in something you 
all go crazy.’ He shook his head, ‘If miracles 
had chemical equations then everyone would 
believe.”   As Jesus said time and again, he 

who has ears to hear, let him hear.

Sanctuary  from page 3

his team, Puig only related his gratification. 

“This month has been unforgettable,” he said. 

“I’m grateful that this has happened in my 

life. I’m happy for myself, my teammates 

and all the fans of Los Angeles. They’ve all 

supported me in this month. I’m really happy 

with all of the fans out there.” 

As long as Puig continues to make 

headlines for the right reasons, the support 

and awards will undoubtedly continue for 

the youngster. While it is only in its infancy 

at the moment, the polarizing character of 

Yasiel Puig has rejuvenated Los Angeles’ 

ballclub and enlivened what many believe to 

be a “boring” sport. Yasiel Puig has become 

Sports  from page 5

started the Toastmasters group, members 

practiced speaking skills in a supportive, 

informal atmosphere and the popularity of 

the club soon spread into other communities 

and even other states. By 1930, the club had 

established a federation that would assist 

in coordinating activities and provide a 

standard program. When speaking clubs in 

New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada 

expressed interest in joining the organization, 

it became Toastmasters International.

“For me, it is comfort in topics and comfort 

in the size of the audience,” Morris said.  

“It has taken me the whole time in the  

club to develop to where I am. You don’t 

just get better all of a sudden. You must 

continue at it.”

The impact of the Toastmasters has 

evolved because of its educational programs 

and resources, which are a big part of 

the organization’s success and growth. 

Headquartered in Rancho Santa Margarita, 

today there are 13,500  clubs and more 

than  280,000  members in  116  countries 

around the world. Despite its global reach 

and impact, the influence of Toastmasters is 

felt first in the communities where each club 

meets, such as in Torrance. 

“To me it was pretty easy--it was about 

being able to channel nervous energy and to 

be able to continue to talk past the points 

where you would have seized up,” Morris 

said. “Nobody wants to see you speak into 

a pie chart.”

Persons interested can learn more about 

the Toastmasters at: http://www.toastmasters.

org/Members/MembersFunctionalCategories/

Toastmasters  from page 2
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and how to bang them
by Chef Shafer

ust got back from the Farmers Market and bought some summertime  

beets. This is the time to be at the market. The California season is at  

its peak. The fresh tomatoes, corn, and beets  

called to me and said, ”make a salad for us to have  

for a light lunch or dinner.”  So here we go… 

J

Live, Love, Laugh, Eat
Chef Shafer, Owner/Chef of Depot, Buffalo Fire Dept., and the Downtown Torrance Market Place.

The Chef

Dine In
Take Out

Catering and  
Free Home Delivery

310-335-0066
202 A. East Imperial Ave.
El Segundo, CA 90245

LARGE PIZZA
with 1 topping

$1099 

$2 Beers
Tuesday and Wednesday nights

El Segundo 

Now Open 

Sundays
Catering Available

VALENTINO  S
Pizza, Pasta & More

“A Taste of Brooklyn”

1 LARGE 16” PIZZA
with one topping

$1199

2 MEDIUM 14” PIZZA
with one topping

$1599
Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions, please. 

Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. 

Expires 8/01/13

Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions, please. 

Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. 

Expires 8/01/13

EL SEGUNDO
150 S Sepulveda Blvd.

310-426-9494

MANHATTAN BEACH
976 Aviation Blvd. 

310-318-5959

Now Open Sundays
Ample 

Seating

DELIVERY IN LIMITED AREA AT BOTH LOCATIONS

Fresh Roasted Corn, Beet, and Tomato Salad
2 ears of corn, remove the husks and cut the corn of the cob
1/2 cup diced red onion
2 pounds of beets (if the greens are still on, make sure 
you get 2 lbs of the actual beets)
1 pound tomatoes, diced
1 tablespoon red miso paste
1/2 cup seasoned rice vinegar
1/8 cup extra virgin olive oil
1/2 cup fresh chopped cilantro
chopped Serrano or Jalapeño peppers (optional)

Cook the beets in boiling water till you can stick them 

with a tooth pick and it comes out easy. When they are 

done, strain off the water. Let them cool for 5 minutes 

then run them under a little cold water and the skin will 

peel off easily. Let them chill.

In a hot sauté pan, place the olive oil and brown off the 

onions and corn 2 minutes. Then chill.

When the beets are chilled dice them in 1/4 inch cubes.

Mix the miso with the vinegar.

Add the chopped cilantro.

Add the chilies if you want to spice it up.

Mix together the beets, corn, tomatoes and the vinegar 

miso mix and serve over greens. Or you can use as a 

salsa or relish for grilled chicken, seafood or a nice piece 

of seared Ahi tuna like in the photo.
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TerriAnn in Torrance
Saturday Night at the Movies

By TerriAnn Ferren

It was the Drifters who put those words, 

“Saturday night at the movies, who cares what 

picture you see--when you’re hugging with 

your baby in the last row of the balcony,” 

to music. And I found out those lyrics still 

hold true even though today most modern 

theaters don’t have balconies. Saturday night 

is movie night, especially here in Torrance. 

Last weekend, the local theater was showing 

several movies on multiple screens. I saw 

people standing in line waiting to buy tickets, 

people going into the theater, and others 

leaving the theater who had already seen 

the movie of their choice as I pulled into 

my prime parking place. As I stepped out 

of the car, the scent from the nearby flower 

beds reminded me it was summer and the 

warmth of the evening was wonderful. The 

glow from the theater neon sign buzzed as 

the golden twilight descended upon the scene. 

There was a group of young teenage girls 

walking in the parking lot away from the 

theater giggling, laughing and talking about 

the movie they had just seen which turned 

out to be Despicable Me 2. I asked Brenna 

Mitchell, age 15 who is home-schooled, 

what she thought about the movie and she 

told me, “I thought it was really funny.” Ami 

Okamoto, age 14 who attends Mira Costa 

High School, added, “I liked it. I think it 

was funnier than the first one.” The rest of 

the group of young ladies continued to laugh, 

smile and giggle as they walked in a tight 

group to their cars where they obviously 

were waiting for parents to drive them home.

On the entry plaza of the theater up a few 

steps, I saw sitting around a splashing fountain 

three teenage boys talking amongst themselves 

as they looked at the Batmobile parked at 

the curb nearby drumming up attention for a 

new pizza place opening up down the street. 

These three teenage boys seemed mature and 

I asked them what movie they saw and they 

told me World War Z. Having only seen the 

trailers of that particular film, I first asked 

Xavier Garcia, age 16, what he thought of 

the movie. “It was very good, I liked it,” he 

said. “You should check it out. There is a lot 

of violence in it, so I don’t think it makes 

you think that much.” Michael Saucedo, age 

16, said, “It was good, really good. It is a 

really good movie. It showed how you should 

help people out.” And Jon Contreras, age 

16, said, “It was a great movie. It gets you 

entertained throughout the whole movie and 

you weren’t bored watching it. It just kept 

your attention. Right when I saw the trailers, 

I wanted to go see it. I go to Port of Los 

Angeles High School.” As it turned out, all 

three boys attend Port of Los Angeles High 

School. These three young men apparently 

liked the film they saw just as much as the 

young teenage girls liked Despicable Me 2.

Since time was flying by, I decided to get 

in line to purchase my ticket to the movie 

I planned to see and noticed a woman in 

front of me waiting for her husband (who 

was probably parking the car). Robin Mellert 

told me she was going to see Man of Steel. 
Then her husband Jim arrived and joined 

her in line, so I asked them if this was date 

night and they said it was. How sweet! 

They typically go out to dinner before or 

after the movie, but tonight Robin said, 

“We usually do, but we didn’t tonight--we 

just kind of rushed tonight and ate at home 

and rushed over here. It depends upon how 

the movies go, but mine [favorite movies] 

are romance and comedies. His is action.” 

Well, considering they are going to see Man 
of Steel, I guess Jim chose the movie for 

this particular evening, but since I happen 

to have seen that film, I think both of them 

will be happy with their choice.

The line moved quickly and soon I was 

speaking through the slotted speaker in the glass 

of the ticket window telling the teenager what 

movie I wanted to see. Only problem was, I 

was still deciding. After finally purchasing my 

ticket, I took the receipt and walked away from 

the window happy with my decision. Since my 

movie wasn’t going to start for about an hour, 

I sat on a nearby green iron bench. Behind 

me sat a quiet, sweet couple and I decided to 

find out what they were going to see. Maria 

Calvillo smiled and surprisingly told me she 

was going to see World War Z. Her date 

that night was Antonio Alvarez. I asked who 

picked this movie and quickly Maria spoke 

up and said, “I did ‘cuz it is new. I like to go 

[to the movies].” 

Groups of people and couples seemed to be 

chatting amongst themselves and the topic was 

film. Some say less people are going to the 

movies, but from the look of the crowds at the 

local theater, I am not so sure. The Saturday 

night movie ritual is alive and well in the city 

of Torrance. And from the look of the line-up 

of film titles, there seems to be something for 

everyone this particular weekend.

Then I spotted a smiling couple and decided 

to speak with them. Marianne Brooks and 

Mike Staal were going to see The Heat. When 

I asked Marianne why she chose this film, she 

laughed and said, “Because it’s funny and we 

wanted to laugh.” Mike said he comes to this 

movie theater frequently and laughed along 

with Marianne. This couple truly appeared 

to be having a great time already.

There was a cool breeze coming up and I 

knew it was time to make my way into the 

theater. The young man just inside the door 

took my ticket, tore it along the perforated 

line and told me in which theater my movie 

would be shown. Great. The anticipation 

and activity inside the lobby of a theater is 

always magical to me. The smell of popcorn, 

people checking their tickets to make sure 

they find their correct theater, and the rush 

into the dimly-lit rooms to be entertained and 

taken on a journey... I have always thought of 

filmmaking as a way of telling stories--stories 

about everything imaginable that unfold on 

a screen in living color (or black and white, 

for that matter) that transform us to another 

time, place or experience. There are movies 

to entertain everyone and each shared story 

is an opportunity for social interaction where 

people can share what they thought about a 

particular film with others. Yes, Saturday night 

at the movies is fun. So check out what is 

playing, take a friend--or friends--and enjoy 

“There are movies to entertain everyone and each shared story  
is an opportunity for social interaction where people can share  

what they thought about a particular film with others.”

Ami Okamoto.Jim and Robin Mellert.

Xavier Garcia age 16, Michael Saucedo age 16, and Jon Contreras age 16. Photos by TerriAnn Ferrren.

Maria Calvillo and Antonio Alvarez. Mike Staal and Marianne Brooks.
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SUDOKU Medium

5 6
1 3 6 2 4

4 2 3 8
5 9 4

4 9 8 1
8 1 5

3 8 7 6
9 7 8 5 1
5 3
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3X3 

squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
1. Culture media
6. H.S. subject
10. Buck
13. Back, in a way
14. Case
15. Piece
16. Try hard
19. Evil spirit
20. Regard
21. New Look designer
22. Of a river in Hades
24. Denotes
27. Finnish river
28. Tenant
32. “Tush!”
33. Poet Swenson
35. Phyla
36. Alkaline liquid
37. Even thinking
42. Neruda poem, e.g.
43. “The Alienist” author
44. Turn
45. ___ Huon (1906 Kentucky 
Derby winner)
46. Punish with an arbitrary penalty
48. Had taken the plunge
52. Barn part

54. Heavy hydrogen, e.g.
56. Conclusion
58. Seed coat
59. Kind of trip
60. Building tool
64. Millstone
65. 10 C-notes
66. Sharp spur
67. Commerce, slangily
68. Some progenies
69. Fresh

DOWN
1. Ancient official
2. Pithy sayings
3. Embraces
4. 1980’s White House nickname
5. Jenny Lind, e.g.
6. Saturn satellite
7. Detail
8. Blazer, e.g.
9. Seven up, e.g.
10. Like some tumors
11. Fraternity letters
12. Body shop fig.
15. “O” in old radio lingo
17. Village in southwestern Wales
18. Citrus cooler

23. Blood pigment
25. Those opposed
26. The Beatles’ “___ Leaving 
Home”
29. First Super Bowl M.V.P.
30. Kind of story
31. Critical analysis
34. Spanish mayor
37. Casualty
38. Polish writing?
39. Mexican state
40. “Maid of Athens, ___ we part”: 
Byron
41. Branch headquarters?
47. Cloud type
49. These may be lone
50. Surprise outcomes
51. Pastiche
53. Excises
55. Stewpots
57. Colony members
58. Big time?
60. Cygnet’s father
61. Singer DiFranco
62. Nevertheless
63. Hurler’s stat.

WEEKLY CROSSWORD See Answers Next Week

Getting Even
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

Last Week’s Answers
S

1
P

2
E

3
W

4
N

5
O

6
G

7
S

8
B

9
A

10
B

11
E

12
L

13

A
14

R N E O
15

I N K A
16

M U S E

S
17

E T S C
18

L U E S
19

I S S Y

S
20

W I T C
21

H E S W I
22

T C H E S

E
23

A T O
24

A R R
25

E E F

D
26

R Y R
27

U N E
28

K
29

E I
30

C
31

E
32

A
33

R C A
34

N A S
35

E
36

R U M

S
37

H
38

A
39

T T E R S H A
40

T T E R S

O
41

A T E S T
42

U N D R A

T
43

H Y U
44

S E R
45

O L L
46

E
47

R
48

P
49

A
50

W
51

L I
52

O N O
53

V A

S
54

L
55

I G H T E
56

R
57

L I G H
58

T E R

L
59

U C I A D
60

O L T E
61

I R E

I
62

N A L L D
63

U E L M
64

O S S

M
65

E L E E A
66

E R Y S
67

N O T

4 1 3 9 2 6 8 7 5
7 9 8 4 5 1 6 2 3
2 5 6 7 3 8 9 4 1
1 8 2 6 9 7 5 3 4
5 3 9 2 8 4 1 6 7
6 4 7 3 1 5 2 8 9
9 6 5 8 4 3 7 1 2
3 7 1 5 6 2 4 9 8
8 2 4 1 7 9 3 5 6

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).
Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the  
following Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will 
only be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.
Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature.  
If you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696.  
Herald Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

1409 E. Oak Ave., ES. Sat., 7/20, 
7:00 am. Household items, bikes, 
twin sleigh bed, books and other 
treasures. 

943 Hillcrest St. ES. Sat., 7/20, 
8am. Glass, dolls, juicers, oak bed 
post and more!

HOUSE FOR RENT

2BD/1BA. ES. W/D hook ups, private 
yard, off  street parking, wood floors, 
recess lighting, new paint, six panel 
doors. Near parks, shops, beach. 
$2,000/mo. (310) 322-4848. 

2BD/1BA. Single-family home in 
ES - walk to beach. Beautiful period 
details: picture windows, built-ins 
& wood floors, W/D, stove, oven, 
fridge incl. Backyard and front yard 
w/porch. Gardener, water, trash incl. 
No pets. 1 year min. lease. $2,650. 
Avail. Sept. 1. Call (310) 938-1095.

4BD/2.5BA. ES. Eastside. With new 
amenities. Enclosed patio + bonus 
room. $3950/mo. Discount for long 
term. (310) 345-8013.

SEEKING ROOM FOR RENT

Clean, older married male , 
infrequently in town, seeking shared 
apartment with own bathroom in 
El Segundo. Roommate reference 
available. (661) 618-8866.

2 yrs. exp. Apply: ConsumerTrack, 
Inc., Attn: W. Jimenez, Job ID#SA226, 
2121 Rosecrans Ave., Suite 1300, El 
Segundo, CA 90245.

 
Display Ad Sales Position. We 
need an experienced Display 
Ad Salesperson for Herald 
Publications. Territories include 
Tor rance, El Segundo and 
Hawthorne. Full or part-time 
positions are available. 20% 
commission on all sales. If  
interested please email your 
resume to  management@
h e r a l d p u b l i c a t i o n s . c o m . 
N o  p h o n e  c a l l s  p l e a s e . 

FOR LEASE

1BD/1BA. ES. Guest house, fully 
furnished. $1295/mo. Available Now.  
Please call (310) 647-1635.

1BD/1BA. ES. Hardwood floors, 2 
car parking, close to High School. 
$1295/mo. Available July 15th. Please 
call (310) 647-1635.

FOR SALE

Thule Roadway 2 - Hitch bike 
Carrier, never used, $200. Call (714) 
771-2993.

GARAGE SALE

416 Bungalow Dr. ES. Sun., 7/21, 
7 am to 12 pm. Clothing, home 
goods, commercial kitchenware, 
shelving, misc.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Exceptional, ultra-lux 1 bedroom 
unit w/exquisitely landscaped 
private outdoor space. Private front 
entrance & walk-thru to  private 
garage & storage. Full-sized kitchen 
w/granite counter tops, custom 
alderwood cabinets, ss appl. & 
refrig, front loading W/D, walnut 
flooring & Italian tile, crown molding, 
ceiling fan, recessed “can” lighting 
with dimmer switches, satin-nickel 
Baldwin locksets, cable-ready for 
flat screen T.V., and more!  Pet okay 
upon review. $2,475 rent w/1-year 
lease minimum. Avail. 8/1/13. Call 
for appt. (310) 721-3625.

2BD/2BA. X-Large Deluxe 2 story 
town house style. Laundry hook ups, 
gated parking, fireplace, 2 patios. 
$1,895/mo. Call (949) 878-1678 or 
(310) 615-0974.

3BD/2BA. Avail. Aug. 2, Has HW 
Floors, W/D, DW, fridge etc. 1/2 of  
2 car garage. $2200/mo. Call Jane 
(310) 545-2845. 

AUTO FOR SALE

2007 PT Cruiser, 31,000 Miles - 
$8,500 obo. (310) 256-0439.

EMPLOYMENT

Software Architect. Design, dvlp, 
implement, & maintain systems & 
procedures for online marketing & 
advertising svcs. Perform object-
oriented programming & interface 
design. Design apps. Reqs: MS + 

To appear in next week’s  
paper, submit your Classifed 
Ad by Noon on Tuesday.

of Vitamin B or ultrasonic devices, Furey 

dismissed those as “old wives’ tales” and 

said they aren’t an adequate safeguard against 

mosquito bites. He also asked homeowners 

to check that their homes have tight-fitting 

screens on all doors and windows and to 

remove all standing water sources like old 

tires or garden pots.

More information about West Nile virus 

and how to prevent it can be found at the 

Los Angeles County Vector Control District 

website: http://www.lawestvector.org/ and 

Furey asked anyone who finds a recently 

deceased bird (especially corvids like crows 

or jays) to call 1-877-WNV BIRD to have 

it tested for the virus to refine the County’s 

and City’s understand of where the danger 

City Council  from page 4
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Call Bill  310-798-9279
35 Years Experience

LOW   VOLTAGE   SERVICES

alarms

Need A Driveway?

Lindahl 
              Concrete, Inc.

Casey or Carl  310-326-6626
Lic#531387

Specializing in all Residential Concrete
WWW.LINDAHLCONCRETE.COM

Call For Show Room Address

concrete

CHARLES SCIRA PLASTERING
Interior Plaster & Dry Wall Repair

Exterior Repair
No Job Too Small

neighbor2neighbor.net

310-245-7398
38 years Lic# 389477

plastering

electric

EL SEGUNDO 
GARDENER

Licensed/Bonded 
All E.S. Crew, Lawn Service Clean Ups,  
Tree Trim, Sprinklers, Handyman, etc.
Message: 310-322-7396

Cell: 310-897-7314
Lic# 100085424

gardening

handyman

BILL HENRICHON

p: 310-542-3470  c: 310-890-7531
CA Lic# 786081  Licensed  Bonded  Insured

Specializing in apartment turn around and home repairs.
PAINTING, PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL, DOORS, WINDOWS, 

SCREENS, GATES, FENCES, DRYROT-TERMITE DAMAGE REPAIRS

BILL’S HOME AND APARTMENT 
MAINTENANCE

General Contractor

glass
THE GLASS IDEA CO.

Full Service Glass Shop in El Segundo

310-322-0522
513 Main St. El Segundo

Store Front in back alley
Lic. 797868

screen & glass

Free Estimates 
Mobile Service

New Window Installation
Glass Table Tops & Mirrors
Full Service on All Types of Shower Doors & Windows
We Repair All Types of Broken Windows

Window Screens, New and 
Re-Screen
Sliding and Swinging Screen Doors, 
New & Re-Screen
Security Screen Doors

   Jerry Stier  310-459-3596  or 310-322-7572

flooring

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

We offer  
Senior Discounts•

We match any pricing•
Open 24/7•

Free Estimates
License # 537357

1-310-782-1978

plumbing

PLUS

FREE ESTIMATES  

 

310-798-0450

Our Business and Professional section is for businesses that have valid 
contractor licenses only. Contractor license numbers must be included in any 
ads published. The deadline for Business and Professional ad copy and payment 
is Thursday a week prior to publishing. We reserve the right to reject, edit, and 
determine proper classification of ads. Fax or mail this form.  

painting

your ad here!
email: accounting@

heraldpublications.com

construction
JOSEPH’S

CONSTRUCTION
KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING
HOME REPAIRS & IMPROVEMENTS

310-367-6024
Free Estimate, Insured, Lic# 468913, Since 1985

Costs:  26 weeks $624, 52 weeks $1144   

RICH’S PAINTING
Specializing in exterior
Quality interior work

310-640-9465

Wise Electric Contracting Service
Commercial/Industrial/Residential

License No: 785853

Phone: 310-529-5271 
Fax: 310-615-0063

Keith R. Wise  Owner/Operator

Serving El Segundo  
since 1945

WIGINGTON MASONRY
A 

GREAT 
JOB 

EVERY 
TIME!

Skilled Craftsman.
Professional Masons.
Design Ideas.
Brick, Stone, Block/Concrete.
Walls, Veneers, Flatwork.

lic# 734441  310.350.1478

business & professional 
directory

El Camino College Graduate Finds Success in Sports Media Field 
Courtesy of El Camino College

As a lifelong fan of Los Angeles’ “Boys 

in Blue,” attending opening day at the newly 

renovated Dodger Stadium was an incredible 

experience for El Camino College alumnus 

Raul Campos. The added bonus was that he had 

the opportunity to write about the experience 

and his favorite team in his first-ever article 

for FoxDeportes.com.

“Opening Day at Dodger Stadium was 

awesome!” said Campos, senior coordinator 

of interactive media for FoxSoccer.com/ 

FoxDeportes.com. “It was a full day of 

reporting – I started on the field taking photos 

for our website and Instagram page. When 

I got to the press box, it was an amazing 

and began writing the article on Dodgers/

Giants Opening Day at Dodger Stadium.” 

Since he moved into the FoxSoccer.com/ 

FoxDeportes.com position a year ago, Campos 

has been in charge of pulling together traffic 

reports for both sites, analyzing trends/writers/

videos, creating promotional banners for the 

sites, budgeting, managing several projects, and 

helping with the re-launch of FoxDeportes.com.

With his bilingual skills, he writes content 

in English and Spanish to meet the needs of 

each project. His work was honored last year 

with an “X Award” in the Project Management 

category for the FoxDeportes.com re-launch.

 

paced and there is always something new and 

interesting that comes my way,” he said. “My boss 

is always challenging me and keeps me on my  

toes. I’ve been here for 16 months and I love it.”

Campos’ newly developed writing career 

has a background in business. After graduating 

from El Camino College in 2005, he transferred 

to the USC Marshall School of Business and 

graduated with a marketing degree in 2008. 

While attending USC, he enrolled in the class 

“Business of Sports,” taught by Professor David 

Carter, who became his mentor.

“In this class, I looked at sports from the 

inside and not from the fan perspective,” Campos 

said. “Since I wanted a career in sports, this 

was the way to go.”

When the class ended, Professor Carter asked 

Campos to join him and six graduate students 

in prepping the outline for one his books, 

“Money Games: Profiting from the Convergence 

of Sports and Entertainment.” Campos was a 

part of the project until he graduated in 2008. 

The book published in 2010 and his name was 

listed on the acknowledgment page.

After graduation, Carter guided Campos 

toward a job at Fox Sports in the regional 

TV sales department. In this position, Campos 

completed a variety of tasks, including inputting 

sales orders, creating sales plans, and creating 

delivery presentations to client/buyers. After 

three years, Campos was looking for a new 

challenge when he realized that he is a “numbers 

person” and wanted to go into research.

He soon found his way to his current position 

– his move to interactive media was definitely 

the right choice.

“I am learning many new skills and working 

in different project areas,” he said. “The best 

part is attending sporting events where I write 

stories and send pictures for use on our websites, 

blogs, Facebook pages, and Instagram. I’m 

happy to be able to learn new things and to 

help my project teams.”

While attending El Camino College, Campos 

was a member of the First Year Experience 

(FYE), a program that helps first-time college 

students navigate the higher education system. 

Counseling, small-group learning communities, 

field trips and other support services are part 

of the program. He was awarded a business 

scholarship from ECC, which helped cover 

Store Manager Lives Walmart Story
Courtesy of Walmart

The addition of the Torrance Walmart 

Neighborhood Market, between 190th Street 

and Del Amo Boulevard, creates up to 65 

new local jobs. And store manager Steve 

Matthews takes the responsibility of hiring, 

training and mentoring every one of them very 

seriously, because he’s experienced first hand 

the opportunity they are stepping into.

“Eighteen years ago, I applied for a part-time 

overnight stocking position with Walmart, just 

to make a little money before I started school,” 

said Matthews, a married father of two. “I 

had no idea I was stepping into a career, but 

that’s the way it worked out and I couldn’t 

be happier. The door to opportunity has been 

open to me since day one.”

Matthews isn’t alone. Over 75 percent of store 

operations management teams across Walmart 

U.S. started as hourly associates. In 2012 alone, 

Walmart promoted approximately 170,000 

Walmart U.S. and Sam’s Club associates into 

jobs with more responsibility and higher pay.

For Matthews, opportunity has taken him 

from overnight stocker to pets department 

associate, hourly supervisor, overnight support 

manager, assistant manager, shift manager and, 

finally, store manager. His Walmart career has 

taken him to a variety of communities across 

California and Arizona, and he’s enthusiastic 

about introducing Torrance to the Walmart 

Neighborhood Market concept.

Walmart Neighborhood Markets offer 

quick and convenient shopping for groceries, 

pharmacy items and general merchandise. The 

store Matthews will manage in Torrance will 

feature a wide variety of fruits and vegetables, 

fresh bread and a selection of meats, cheeses 

and prepared foods.

“Walmart has always been there for me,” said 

Matthews. “Through the birth of my children, 

the loss of my parents, Walmart understood and 

was there to support me and keep my dreams 

alive. This company is just like that with the 

communities it serves, it gets involved and is 

always looking to make a positive difference.”

Walmart, its store managers and associates 

develop relationships with local organizations, 

make charitable giving a priority, lead on 

important social issues and volunteer their time. 

Matthews said he has already been engaged 

in conversation with local government and the 

Torrance Chamber of Commerce.

“We’ve already identified some areas, like 

cleaning up along the beaches and volunteering 

at local organizations, where we’re going to 

be very active,” Matthews said. “This Walmart 

Neighborhood Market is here to help save 

people money and live better, in our store and 

education expenses. And in 2011 he was inducted 

into the SSTARS Hall of Fame, an honor that 

recognizes his academic and career success.

“My time at El Camino College set me on 

course,” Campos said. “It all began with the 

FYE program. I found the help to make a fluid 

transition fluid from high school to college. 

The ability to plan out my coursework at El 

Camino College was so beneficial because I 

am the type of person that likes to plan out 

itineraries so I do not get off track. Also, the 

professors at El Camino College were great! 

They took the time meet with me whenever 

I needed the help with a task. Having goals, 

working hard, and never giving up are what 

“The added bonus was that he had the opportunity  
to write about the experience and his favorite team in  

his first-ever article for FoxDeportes.com.”
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her beautiful topaz eyes. Sweet Pea is waiting 

to meet you and find her fur-ever home.

These kittens/cats are available for adoption 

through Kitten Rescue, one of the largest cat 

rescue groups in Southern California. All of 

our kitties are spayed/neutered, microchipped, 

tested for FeLV and FIV, de-wormed and 

current on their vaccinations. For additional 

information and to see our other kitties, please 

check our website at www.kittenrescue.org, 

or email us at mail@kittenrescue.org. Your 

tax-deductible donations for the rescue and 

care of our cats and kittens can be made 

through our website or by sending a check 

payable to Kitten Rescue, 914 Westwood 

Boulevard, #583, Los Angeles, CA 90024.

On Saturdays, we have adoptions from noon 

to 3 p.m. in Westchester at 8655 Lincoln Bou-

levard, just south of Manchester Avenue, and 

also in Mar Vista at 3860 Centinela Avenue, 

just south of Venice Boulevard. Our website 

lists additional adoption sites and directions 

to each location.

Add a little love with a new best friend when 

you adopt your purr-fect partner.

Looking for a sweet, loving little kitten for 

cuddling? Jaspurr is a little angel who literally 

purrs on contact. He loves, loves, loves humans 

and wants to be around you all the time. He 

loves to be petted and will be your best buddy. 

Highly energetic and playful, Jaspurr would 

love to be adopted with one of his foster 

mates or go to a home with an energetic cat or 

kitten that you already have. He is great with 

kids and is really a bundle of love. Jaspurr is 

loving and playful with other kittens and cats. 

He also loves to play with his mice toys and 

juggle his “Da Fur Thing,” batting it around 

with his sisters and his foster mates. 

Sweet Pea is the team leader of her litter. 

She’s the first to try new things…climbing the 

cat tree, meeting the big cats in the house, and 

exploring new places. She is also the chatty 

one in the bunch. Sweet Pea loves to chase 

the crinkly ball and hide under the ottoman to 

jump out and chase her sisters. She also loves 

a good cuddle and will stare up at you with 

Adopt a “pet without a partner” and give 

a homeless pet a second chance in life

Pogo Joe is one of our medical needs dogs 

whom we pulled out of a county shelter. He 

has demodex mange (non-contagious) and 

did not stand a chance of making it out of 

the shelter alive if we did not pull him out 

of there. With his current medication, his 

coat will be back to normal in no time and 

he otherwise has a clean bill of health. We 

named this circus clown Pogo Joe. What a 

personality! Absolutely hilarious!  He is an 

English Bulldog mix who is four months old 

and already 40 pounds, so he is going to be 

a big boy when he grows up. Pogo Joe loves 

everyone, is sweet, kind, tenderhearted and 

funnier than a barrel of monkeys. Pogo Joe 

loves all other dogs big and small. He also 

loves the water and bites the hose when we 

have it out. He waddles like a little duck 

when he walks and his little docked tail 

never stops wagging. This is a lovely dog 

you will not want to miss. Pogo Joe will be 

neutered after his mange goes away, is current 

on vaccinations, de-wormed, microchipped, 

and great with other dogs.

Little P’Diddy was pulled out of another 

county shelter where he was a favorite. The 

volunteers there named him and it fit him 

so well that we kept the name. His photo 

does not do this little dog justice.  P’Diddy 

is absolutely darling and has a matching 

personality. His little tail is always wagging 

and he comes when called, running all the 

way to you. He is tiny at only 3.8 pounds 

and a total love of a dog. P’Diddy has very 

friendly play manners, loves all people and 

is good with children. However due to his 

extremely small size, children need to be 

over the age of 10. This little guy will win 

your heart over in a split second when you 

meet him—he’s that endearing. P’Diddy is 

neutered, current on vaccinations, de-wormed, 

microchipped, and great with other dogs.

 To learn more about these and other 

wonderful dogs, visit our website at www.

animalsrule.org. If a dog is on our website, it’s 

available. Or come to our Saturday adoption 

events from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 305 North 

Harbor Boulevard in San Pedro (just off the 

110 near the cruise port). We are always in 

need of donations for veterinarian bills and our 

senior dogs. Donations can be made through 

our website or by sending a check payable to: 

Animals Rule Placement Foundation at 305 

North Harbor Blvd., San Pedro, CA  90731. 

All donations are tax-deductible. We are a 

registered 501©3 non-profit organization. 

Saving one animal won’t change the 
world, but the world will surely change 

Pets Without Partners Purrrfect Companions

P’Diddy

Happy Tails

Pogo Joe

Jaspurr

Sweet Pea

Lexi Finds Furever Family
Lexi, through a sad set of circumstances, 

found herself looking for a new home. She 

kept her head held high and found a family 

to call her own…

“Greetings! Thank you for your e-mail and 

the pictures of Lexi! I think we have been 

settling in with each other very well. With the 

exception of her being a chow hound and a 

‘dumpster diver,’ we’ve had no issues. She’s 

probably frustrated that she’s not getting the 

food she wants when she demands it (knocking 

her dish around, which is hilarious!)...she’s 

learning to enjoy treats of cherry tomatoes 

and frozen peach pieces and blueberries for 

those times. We’ve relocated wastebaskets and 

close bathroom doors routinely to prevent her 

explorations. We also try distracting her by 

playing tug of war or throwing a ball. She 

responds beautifully. Since we live on a hill, 

she comes back from her walks pretty tuckered 

out, which is good for all of us!

She has no problems riding in cars or being 

in crowds. We’ve taken her on a couple of 

quick errands to test her ability to ride without 

getting sick or anxious and recently we took 

her to a music concert in the park, meeting 

friends who also have a dog. There were at 

least 1,000 attendees and probably 200 dogs 

and Lexi was completely unfazed! Our friends 

took both dogs for a walk and to visit the 

vendor booths and reported back that Lexi 

was very well-behaved and good on the leash 

(we’ve been working with her, but we’re not 

being obsessive about it--just consistent). She 

has only had one accident in the house, which 

was on her first day. Since then, she has been 

using the puppy door with no problem.

We’re really happy to have adopted her, but 

we frequently think she feels she has adopted 

us! She keeps us chuckling every day! We’re 

not changing her name--she seems to like it and 

so do we. Last night we were concerned about 

how she would react to all of the fireworks, 

but she sat with us looking at them, listening 

to several neighbors having holiday parties 

with different kinds of music and food smells 

and she was content curled up and napping 

between us. We’re good and plan to keep it 

that way! Thanks!”– Deborah E. 

 When you adopt a “pet without a partner,” 
you will forever make a difference in their 
life and they are sure to make a difference 
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“The Torrance Tribune is 
exactly what I’ve been 
looking for. It specifically 
targets Torrance and gives 
you the opportunity to 
promote your business to 
a localized clientele. The 
people of Torrance are very 
community oriented and the 
Torrance Tribune fits right in. 
Thank you for bringing such 
a great paper to our city.“

Aurelio Mattucci
Broker, Owner of Mattucci Real Estate

Roger Hart
310-781-2000

2420 W. Carson St. #120
Torrance, CA 90501

DRE# 00625505
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Five Home Improvements For The Love Of Sunshine And Fresh Air
(BPT) - Improved value, curb appeal and 

livability are the benchmarks for any smart 

home improvement. But some upgrades you 

do for the sheer joy of it. The best home 

improvements deliver all those smart qualities 

and speak to your heart at the same time.

With home improvement season in full 

swing here are five home improvements that 

you can do for the love of sunshine and fresh 

air - and the love of your biggest investment:

Add/replace a skylight
Abundant natural light and fresh air are 

among the joys of warm weather, and replacing 

an old, energy-inefficient skylight, or adding 

one where none existed before, is a great 

way to welcome sunlight and fresh breezes 

into your home. Sunlight’s positive effect 

on mood is well-documented, and adding a 

fresh-air skylight, which comes with a screen, 

offers other health benefits as well. Opt for an 

energy saving solar powered fresh-air skylight 

and you can enjoy the benefits of passive 

ventilation to reduce humidity and stale air 

in your home along with more natural light.

From a practical standpoint, installing an 

Energy Star-qualified skylight can help you 

control heating, cooling and lighting costs in 

your home. Replacing an older, less efficient 

skylight with a new solar-powered, fresh-air 

skylight, with a rain sensor, can also ensure 

your home stays protected from spring 

showers. You can also choose solar powered 

blinds for even more energy efficiency, and 

both are eligible for a 30 percent federal 

tax credit.

Add/improve a deck
The trend toward outdoor living spaces 

continues, with decks being one of the most 

sought-after amenities among home buyers. 

In fact, adding a wooden deck can recoup 

more than 77 percent of the deck’s cost when 

you sell your home, according to Remodeling 

Magazine’s Cost vs. Value Report.

If you don’t already have a deck, adding 

one - whether wood or composite - not only 

enhances your home value, it will be a great 

place to celebrate the arrival of spring. If you 

already have a deck, consider value-enhancing 

upgrades like new balusters, lighted post caps, 

built-in seating and even planters.

Install a kitchen backsplash
Warm weather brings a bright, colorful feel 

to the world and you can easily incorporate 

that sentiment into your kitchen by adding 

a backsplash. A project easily within the 

capabilities of most do-it-yourselfers, 

backsplashes are both functional and 

decorative. Granite, ceramic or glass tile 

protects the wall behind the range or cook 

top from splatters of food or grease while 

brightening valuable workspace and serving 

as a visual focal point for the room.

Great kitchens sell homes, and the room 

is one of the most-used in any home. 

Upgrading your kitchen is almost always a 

good investment, one that improves resale 

value and your enjoyment of your home.

Upgrade bathroom floors
Bathroom renovations are also popular 

and a minor bathroom remodel can return 

more than 65 percent of the cost at the time 

of resale, according to the Cost vs. Value 

Report. While replacing countertops and 

fixtures are common remodeling tasks in a 

bathroom, don’t overlook the biggest surface 

in the room - the floor.

Many modern builders install vinyl floors in 

bathrooms because they are durable and cheap. 

Switching out this common material for stone 

or ceramic tile is a great way to brighten the 

room and give your bath a whole new look.

Improve your entryway
Your front door and entryway are the first 

impression visitors have of your home’s 

decor. A welcoming entry invites guests in 

and gives you a mood boost every time you 

walk through it.

This year, celebrate warm weather by 

replacing an old worn wooden door with a 

sturdy, decorative steel door - an improvement 

that recoups nearly 85 percent of its cost when 

you sell, according to Remodeling Magazine. 

To really celebrate the season, add a screen 

door. You’ll be able to let in fresh air and 

breezes while keeping insects out. Plus, a 

screen door is essential Americana, creating 

a welcoming openness that epitomizes the 
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